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Novenrf.ter 24, 1992

Ms. I)iiure R. Nielson, Director
llivision Oil, Gas ancl Mining
355 \4/est Nonh l'r:urPle
I 'l'rintl C'errter, Suite 350
Salt Lake City. UT 84180-1203

RE: Put'rlic Comments, Bamey's Canyon
Mine M/035i009. Salt Lake City, Utah

Dear Ms. Nielson:

'I'ltis is in response to your October I | . | ()().1 letler to us that rcquested our review of the Sierra
Cltrb and 'fame Tic Conmrittees' Lr()nce!'n:'i rt'grrrdirrg expansion of the lnitle and its effects on
grcrtlr<l water quality. We have 1e.is11'g1l tlrt'originnl NOI clocuntent dated February 13, 1992

irrrtf tlre revisecl NOI clocurnent otr ( )r:tolrr'.r' | . 1992 strbnritted by Bamey's Ciuryon to DOGM.

Irr gerreral it is our opinion those issues raiscrl legarding ground water quality are now or will
l-re ad<lressed tluough the adnrinistration ol' tlrrr grouncl water cluality protection rules atrcl the

discharge penrrit issuecl to the company. Tlris applies to all tlte Barney's Canyon facility which
is now pennitted, and to proposals t'or expausion ancl ftlture construction which most pfobably
rvill neecl amerrded pemrits.

In leply to the Sierra Clutr's collcer'ns, reg.lrrlirrg possible ground water contaminatiorr helow the

Banrey's Carryon lnine, we offer tlris replv 'l-lre state rtow reguires pernrits for activities that

could potentially ilnpact water qullity. Llarrrr:y's Canyon has been issued constructiorr penrrits

arrd a grourrd water dischu'ge perrrrit 111n1 1:orrtlins requirenlellts to pfotect water quality. The
pads antl ponds have liner systelns. alr(l IJunrey's Canyon has installed seven n'ronitoring wells
to tletect chiulges in water quality lrr<l to erlsrrre their facjlities are operating as designed. They
are required to monitor the pad antl porrl lt:lk rletectiort s-v,stern tlaily, the wells quarterly, and

to repolt the nronitoring clata cluartcrlv t() thc I rivision. lltey have routinely reported tlre requiretl
irrforrnafiorr. To datc. we have not receivc:r.l irrforrnntion srrggesti-rrg the groutrd water has been

irtrpnclscl by the operations.
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Ms. Diane R. Nielson. Director
Ptrge 2
Novenrber 24. 1992

Witlr regarcl to Tame Tics Committee comnrerrts regarding spills. these issues have heen resolved
with Barney's Catryon complying with our requests by double lining the pad margins. Also,
monitorfurg wells as inclicated alrove iu'e in place zurd have not detected grouncl water
contanrination. The issue involving the storage of sulficle ore has likewise been resolved. The

size of the stockpiles will only be allowetl to increase fronr 285,000 ton to 290,000 tons. The

slockpiles naturally develop a surface crust that exclucles moisture. After encrusting, the

colnpauy is requirecl to spray the surface rvith ir sealant. 'I'he company is required to remove the

stockpiles try (a) rernoval by 1998 tluough processing fur gold ore or (b) a clate yet to be agreed

ruporr for renroval irnd |,nu"iirJ if ore processirrp: .is not feasihle. June 1993 is the date set for
suhrrrittal of plans for either optiorr.

Rapid action to problerns is requilelf [ry tlre pernrits, and we believe Bamey's Canyon responses

have been aclequate when accidents frave occurrecl. Also, Bamey's Catryon has complied with
all our pennit requirements. By co;ry of this letter. we are aclvising the referenced groups of our
reply. Should anyone have questiorts, pleast: call Mack Croft at 538-6146.

Sincerely,

^!^ 
a. UU"*

Don A. Ostler, P.E.
Director

DAO:MC:gt
cc: Dave Hodson, Bamey's Canyon

Scott Endicott, Sierra Club
Jolur Willians. Tarne Tic Conrnrittet:
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